
 

 

December Character Trait Curriculum 

Generosity: It is better to give than to receive. 

Generosity Book Exchange Left/Right Game 

 

Age Range: All ages  

  

Supplies: New or gently used books- provided by each child, left/right Christmas Story or music, letter template 

to parents. 

 

Set Up: At the beginning of the month email or send home the note below to the parents of your group to let 

them know about the Generosity Book Exchange.  

 

Instructions: On the day of the book exchange, begin by talking to your group about Generosity and its meaning 

and importance, use the talking points below for reference. When you are ready to begin the book exchange, 

have everyone sit in a circle with the book they brought and use the attached Christmas left-right story.  Each 

time the children hear the word “left” they pass the book to the left one time; each time the children hear the 

word “right” they pass the book to the right one time.  This continues until you have read the entire story.  At 

the end, the children open their gift and now have a new book!   

 

Adaptation for younger children: If you have younger children and passing to left or right is too difficult, start 

with one book at a time and play music.  When the music stops, the child with the book keeps it and steps away 

from the circle.  This continues until all children have a book.  Be sure the children do not receive the book they 

brought. 

 

Talking Points: 

1. What is Generosity?  

2. Why is giving to others exciting or special? 

3. How do you think people feel when you give them something special? How do you feel when receiving 

something special? 

4. Do you always have to give someone a gift to be generous? What are other ways to show generosity? 
 

Book Exchange Letter to Parents Template 

Hello Sunshine Day Camp Parents,  

In honor of this month’s Character Trait, Generosity, the (enter group name/ grade here) will be having a Holiday Book 

Exchange on (enter date of book exchange here)! If you would like your child to participate in this activity, please send 

your child with a new or gently used wrapped book.  Please fee free to let us know if you have any questions.  

Thank you,  

(Enter staff name(s) here 



 

 



 

 



 

 

December Character Trait Curriculum 

Generosity: It is better to give than to receive. 

Generosity: The Giving Tree 

Age Range: All Ages 

Supplies: The Giving Tree book, if you do not have it, you can find the PDF here: https://walnutumc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/239064999-The-Giving-Tree.pdf 

Set Up: N/A 

Instructions: Read the story, The Giving Tree. After you complete the story, have a discussion with your group 

about how the tree showed the boy Generosity and did not look for anything in return.  Use the talking points 

below to help with your conversation or add your own talking points.  

 

Talking Points: 

1. When you give something to someone do you expect something in return? Did the tree expect the boy to 

give him anything in return? 

2. When you are given something, do you feel that you owe something to the person who gave you that 

gift? Did the boy show gratefulness to the tree after everything he received? How do you think the tree 

felt? 

3. Would you give something you really need to some you love if they really need it, too?  

4. How do you feel when you give someone something? How do you think the tree felt giving the boy 

everything he had? How do you know? 

5. How do you think a person feels when you give them something?  

6. Why is it important to remember Generosity during the Holiday season?  

 

 

https://walnutumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/239064999-The-Giving-Tree.pdf
https://walnutumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/239064999-The-Giving-Tree.pdf


 

 

December Character Trait Curriculum 

Generosity: It is better to give than to receive. 

Generosity Game: The More You Give, the more You Get Race 

Age Range: 3rd- 6th Grade 

Supplies: Water, two bowls per group of students, dixie cups or anything small that could be used to transport 

water.  

 

Set Up: On one side of the playing area place one bowl per group labeled with the group number.  This will be 

their “receiving” bowl.  On the opposite side of the playing area, set up another bucket for each team, filled with 

water.  This will be the “giving” bowl.  Divide into teams and have the children sit in a line behind their giving 

bucket.  

 

Adaptation: If it is too cold for water, you can use beads or any type of small object, you would just need a lot 

of the item.  

 

Instructions: Each team wants to unload as much of their water into another team’s bowl on the opposite side of 

the playing area as quickly as possible.  The team with the least amount of water will be the winners.  Thus, in 

this game, it is truly “better to give than to receive.” Each team will start with an equal amount of water in their 

giving bucket.  On “Go” the teams will have 5 minutes to get rid of as much water as they possibly can.  

Children can only have one person at a time go from their giving bucket to another receiving bucket, using only 

the dixie cup. Once the child takes water from their giving bowl and dumps it into a receiving bowl they go 

back to their team, tag the next person and play continues. You will notice other teams will be dumping water 

into each other’s receiving bowls.  As the receiving bowls become full and the giving bowls are empty, teams 

can move water from their receiving bowl to another teams receiving bowl.  The team with the least amount of 

water in their bowl at the end wins.  Once the game is over, discuss with your group about Generosity. Use the 

talking points below for reference.  

 

Talking Points 

1. Share about a time when someone gave to you or when you were able to give to another.  

2. What things in your life are hardest for you to give? When is it hardest for you to give?  

3. What are non-material things you could give?  

 
 


